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Pre-Meeting Activity 
 

Jill Foster presented the pre-meeting activity in coordination with Mike, from Rochester Art Supply, who 
donated the paper samples.  There were several stations set up for members to try a variety of brands of pastels 
on different kinds of paper and board surfaces.  A hand-out accompanied the activity listing the provided 
materials and artists’ notes about each of the products.  The notes were from the late Maggie Price and our own 
Jill Foster as well as a space for our own personal notations.  It was a great opportunity for members to touch 
and try pastel products in real life before ordering and purchasing.  It also allowed members to push their artistic 
response to consider using other materials rather than just their usual go-to supplies.  A drawing was held for 
product prizes and the winning names were Denise Wagner and Diane Harkleroad.  Both of whom won packets 
of various paper samples. 
 

CPPS Quarterly Meeting 
August 11, 2019 at The Best Western Plus, State College, PA 

 

*Acting in accordance with our by-laws, President, Susan Nicholas Gephart, asked Kim Gates Flick to act as 
Secretary, on behalf of Jen Shuey, who could not be in attendance for today’s meeting. 

 

2:15 Call to Order The meeting was called to order by President, Susan Nicholas Gephart. 
 

Member’s Present: President, Susan Nicholas Gephart, Vice-President, Candace Smith, Newsletter 
Editor, Jill Foster, Virginia Besler, Milt Trask, Denise Wagner, Diane Harkleroad, Leslie Dyer, Kathleen 
Muffie-Witt, Kim Gates Flick, with grand-daughter-Lydia, and Marianne Fyda, with grand-daughter, Julia. 
 
Minutes:  The President passed around copies of the minutes from the previous 2nd Quarter meeting, 
in absence of our secretary, along with a call for a motion to accept the minutes as presented.  Virginia 
made the motion, with Kathleen lending the second, the members voted to accept and approve the 
minutes, as presented. 
 
Treasurer’s Report:  The President also passed out copies of the Treasurer’s Report, for approval, on 
behalf of our Treasurer, Connie Van Ogtrop, who could not be in attendance of today’s meeting.  A 
motion was made from Milt to accept the report, with Candace lending the second, the members 
voted to accept and approve the Treasurer’s Report as presented.  
 

Old Business 
National Artist Workshop:  Virginia Besler gave an update on the Marla Baggetta Workshop for 2019. 
We have a full enrollment for this event that will begin with a demo by Marla at Foxdale that is open to 
the public.  Susan elaborated on the importance of holding some type of public event in conjunction 
with our national artist workshops as it helps to promote the society.  Virginia also thought it was 
advantageous for us to partner with another society, in this case-Pittsburgh, for these types of 
workshops, as it seems the shared expenses, lent to the projected profit-margin. 
 
Exhibitions:  Susan gave a status report and led discussion of details regarding the CPPS Members 
Show, “Pastel Passions III,” The exhibition will be held September 27 – 29, 2019 at the Art Alliance of 
Central PA, in Lemont, PA. with a public reception on Friday, September 27, from 6 – 9 PM.  Susan had 
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postcards available for members to promote the show and said that she may need to order more from 
M&M Copy Service in Bellefonte.  She will send another Email with an electronic version for members 
to share on social media, and will also re-send the registration form, to the membership along with 
adding the link on our website.  She asked members to consider helping to sit the show, and to bring 
food and/or wine to the reception.  She will send out an Email, calling for volunteers, the sign-up 
schedule for the sitting the show, and details regarding the exhibition, including three early drop-off 
points, set-up to encourage member participation.  
 
Membership:   Susan shared that our webmaster, Anna Crane, is interested in joining CPPS, as an artist 
member, but has reservations regarding perceived conflicts, as she also holds the paid position of 
webmaster for our society.  Membership discussion on the topic was quite positive and led to 
Marianne making a motion to accept Anna’s membership and to waive her first year’s dues as a 
welcoming gesture. Jill made the second and the members voted to allow Anna to join as an artist 
member, while still holding the paid position of CPPS webmaster.  Members also voted and approved 
her first year’s membership dues be waived, as an official welcome, and show of solidarity; supporting 
her decision to join our society.    

 
New Business 

Today’s Pre-Meeting Activity:  Susan asked for feed-back regarding today’s pre-meeting activity and 
members responded positively.  Jill shared how generous Mike was with providing the surfaces and 
reminded members of his continued support for our society.  A general consensus was agreed upon to 
send Mike a personal thank-you card from us and members were given the opportunity to sign the 
circulating card.  Also, Jill reminded members to reciprocate in-kind by supporting Rochester Art Supply 
when purchasing new pastel products.  Any of the materials that members liked from today’s activity 
can be ordered on-line from fineartstore.com.  She gave product pamphlets to all members. 
 
Education Committee Report:  Virginia announced she will be moving out of the area, and will no 
longer be the head of this committee.  She wanted to give us time to look for her replacement and 
thought it might be a convenient time given our changing of the guard at our November meeting.  Jen 
is willing to stay on the committee, but not as the chair.  The current committee has secured Karen 
Margulis as the invited National Artist for the 2020 Workshop.  Virginia also presented some available 
dates for members to consider for that workshop:  August 14-16 / September 11-13 / October 2*4.  
Discussion followed, with most members leaning toward holding the workshop in October.  Also 
included in the discussion were a list of possible venues, including:  Chicory Lane Farm, Blue Farm, 
Shaver’s Creek, Wasson’s Barn, Green Drake and/or Rhoneymeade.  She asked members to think about 
the possible venues for the 2020 workshop in regard to our needs as a group.  Susan and members 
thanked Virginia for her service, not only as chair, but also past positions, including former president. 
 
Member-led Workshops:  Being guided by the goals of our society, we will once again offer member-
led workshops.  Because we believe in helping our members grow by addressing their needs, the 
workshop topics will be based on the results of the recent survey previously sent to our membership.  
Jill gave an updated report, announcing that we will be offering this series of workshops in a new 
format, immediately following our quarterly meetings.  Since we already reserve and pay for the space 
for the day, this may prove to be an economic advantage for both the society and members.  The fee 
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will only be $25.00 for members, for these 3-hour workshops.  Also, it is hoped that commuting 
members may find it convenient to have both the meeting and the workshop held on the same day. If 
members find this format works for first workshop, we will continue offering them after the 2020 
quarterly meetings.   The first of the series, is scheduled to follow our November 10th meeting with 
Marianne Fyda leading a workshop on using color to create form, light, temperature and depth.  The 
meeting will start earlier at 1:00, with the workshop following from 2 – 5 p.m.  Details concerning 
upcoming workshops can be found in our newsletter and website along with a registration form.  
 
Fall Paint-Out / International Paint Out Participation:  Susan invited discussion regarding holding a fall 
paint-out and / or continuing our participation in the annual International Paint-Out.  Members were 
hesitant to commit to all three days, September 6 – 8.  Leslie suggested holding a fall paint-out for just 
one of the days that coincides with the international event, she suggested Saturday or Sunday, instead 
of Friday, in order to better accommodate our working members.  Discussion followed, Leslie made a 
motion that we hold it at Rhoneymeade and for CPPS to make a donation to them, in lieu of the 
reservation fee usually paid to other venues; Kim followed with the second and the motion passed.  
Susan and Leslie will work on the details and reservation as well as getting the information out to the 
membership. 
 
New Officer Selection and Appointment:  Susan reminded members of our annual upcoming election 
of officers at our next quarterly meeting in November.  She also announced that she is helping to 
transition Candace, from Vice-President into the role of President for next year; which leaves the office 
of Vice-President, vacant.  We will need to secure nominations, in accordance to our by-laws, in order 
to hold our elections at our next meeting.  
 
CPPS Library:  Jill brought a new donated item to the library for members to preview.  She also 
reminded members to double check their personal collections for several outstanding items that are 
out on-loan from the library and have not been returned; members can find a list on the website, 
and/or in the last newsletter.  Jill and Anna organized the library and now have a user-friendly system 
for keeping track of any materials borrowed from the CPPS library. 
 
Newsletter:  Jill asked members to consider contributing items to the newsletter.  There are many 
ways for members to participate, sharing images, information, product analysis, current measures of 
success, classes and workshops or other news-worthy items of interest for our members.  She also 
asked for volunteers to write something for the Thoughts from the Studio section.  Kim suggested 
coordinating that section with the upcoming member workshops, to generate interest and enhance 
learning.  Discussion followed and it was agreed upon that Marianne would write an article for 
November, Kim for February and Susan for the March issue of the newsletter. 
 
Meeting Adjourned by:  Susan Nicholas Gephart, CPPS President 
 
Next Meeting:  November 10, 2019 
 
Respectfully Submitted by:  Kim Gates Flick, *Acting Secretary 
 


